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I had long lamented, that we had no lawful standard of our language set up, for those to repair to, who might choose to speak and write it grammatically and correctly: and I have as long wished that either some one person of distinguished abilities would undertake the work singly, or that a certain number of gentlemen would form themselves, or be formed by the Government into a society for that purpose. The late ingenious Dr. Swift proposed a plan of this nature to his friend, as he thought him, the Lord Treasurer Oxford, but without success; precision and perspicuity not being in general the favourite objects of Ministers, and perhaps still less so of that Minister than any other.
Many people have imagined, that so extensive a work would have been best formed by numbers of persons,, who should have taken their several departments, of examining, sifting, winnowing (I borrow this image from the Italian Orusca), purifying, and finally fixing our language, by incorporating their respective funds into one joint stock. But, whether this opinion be true or false, I think the public in general, and the republic of letters in particular, greatly obliged to Mr. Johnson, for having undertaken and executed so great and desirable a work. Perfection is not to be expected from man; but, if we are to judge by the various works of Mr. Johnson, already published, we have good reason to believe, that he will bring this as near to perfection, as any one man could do. The plan of it, which he published some years ago, seems to me to be a proof of it. Nothing can be more rationally imagined, or more accurately and elegantly expressed. I therefore recommend the previous peru-